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Follow CLC events at our website:
CLCRADFORD.ORG
Here, you can also subscribe to
receive weekly CLC news updates
via email

Thankfulness for 2019 & 2020
Greetings in Christ! This newsletter contains reflections of congregational life for both 2019 and 2020. The
Covid-19 pandemic challenged us and changed our church life beginning March of 2020. On August 18, 2020, we
were blessed to welcome Vicar Alyssa Kaplan as our intern. Thanks to the leadership of Vicar Alyssa and Dr. Patty
Gaudreau, council president, 2020 became a year of creative albeit limited activity.
We are thankful to our Congregational Council, for their countless volunteer hours, love, and dedication.
A special thanks to Patty Gaudreau, our wonderful council president, who has fearlessly led us through challenging
times, including through the initial pandemic phases.
In worship, Sunday morning attendance ranged between 15-20 in 2019. When combined with regular ministry events, such as Faith and Film and Senior Brunch, we consistently engaged around 40 people in worship each
month. Mid-March 2020, in-person worship ceased due to pandemic concerns. Vicar Alyssa facilitated our parish’s
partnership in, what was renamed as, the Radford-Blacksburg ELCA Fellowship, which was designed to create and
share virtual worship services in place of in-person services.
In membership, we welcomed Zachary Higginbotham on November 17, 2019 into our Christ Lutheran
family. We were sad to see Bridgette and Billy Crigler move away early spring 2019, and we miss them dearly.
We are thankful to Kendall Kessler, Fran Tieleman, Tim Brower, Lorene Jones, and Daniel Taylor for their
service as our wonderful musicians.
We are thankful to all who have served as worship leaders, including Lori Anne Kirk, and Revs. Dr. Paul
Hinlicky, Kathleen Miko, Dr. Graham Mitchell, Keith Olivier, John Wertz, and Rachel Larson. Vicar Alyssa led in
worship, pastoral care, and campus ministry efforts.
We are thankful for all the additional volunteers that have contributed to the upkeep and administration of
the church, especially our college student volunteers. Please see page 18 for additional recognitions.
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President’s Report— Dr. Patty Gaudreau
Call for a Pastor: The paperwork for a full-time Pastoral Call was removed from the ELCA directory at the end of
2019. With the loss of membership (due to relocation and death) and the anticipated continued loss of membership
in the upcoming years, CLC council decided to pursue a continuation of supply pastors and/or an arrangement for
part-time coverage. The pandemic of 2020 hit and we could no longer hold in-person services. In August 2020, we
welcomed Vicar Alyssa Kaplan and we began discussing designing a shared call opportunity in which Christ Lutheran and another local congregation would share a pastor 50/50. We hope to finalize this plan and set it in motion in
2021. Pictured below is Alyssa being installed during an August 2020 drive-in service.
Supply pastors: CLC has enjoyed a variety of ministers who provided worship leadership, sermons, and communion service to our parishioners. Prior to the pandemic, Rev. Keith Olivier supplied up to three times monthly,
providing a more regular pastoral presence. Vice Pastor, Kathleen Miko, accepted a new position at The Heritage at
Lowman, a Lutheran adult care campus in South Carolina. We miss her advice and oversight!
Ministries: The Council has identified our key ministries to be: Senior Brunch, Faith & Film, Rough Draft Coffee
House, and Campus Ministry.
 Campus Ministry—In 2019, Debbie created an online signup for participating churches to provide meals for
Wednesdays meetings at the Red Door house. CLC also maintained a food collection box in the fellowship hall
to be distributed through the Red Door ministry. Details of 2020 CM events in Vicar Alyssa’s report.
 Rough Draft—We welcomed Charlie Thompson for a powerful event; details in Clyde Kessler’s report.
 Faith & Film—Fellowship involving a movie, food, drinks and friends; details in Clyde Kessler’s report.
 Senior Brunch—Seniors keep coming back and bringing friends; details in Nancy Brower’s report.
 Vacation Bible School—CLC plans to continue in partnering with our neighbor churches, Radford Presbyterian, St. Jude, and Grace Episcopal, to provide a Vacation Bible School program for children in the future.
Family of the week: Established in 2018 by the Council, FOW continued through 2019 to oversee the weekly
leadership needs for CLC. The FOW is responsible for communion prep, coffee prep, unlocking/locking the building, lay worship roles, and any weather related calls.
New Member: Our congregation grew in the welcoming of Zach Higginbotham on November 17, 2019.
Music: CLC is enjoying a variety of piano and organ musicians. We are blessed to find people willing to serve, with
our faithful Kendall Kessler as the bottom line.
CLC Council: The use of Google continued to be used by the congregational council in 2019, which has improved
communications between its members. It has been well received and utilized, and it has reduced waste by substituting for report and agenda printouts. Council members, Zach Higginbotham, Margaret Hoskins, Clyde Kessler, Lee
Brower, Mike & Patricia Gaudreau, were installed Dec 15, 2019 by Pastor Olivier. Bridgette Crigler had resigned on
March 3, 2019 due to her family relocating out of the area, and Zach filled the council vacancy.
Facilities: Mike Gaudreau and Lee Brower partnered to determine what needed to be done and the steps to take toward
completion. Because of their great teamwork, many projects
were knocked out in these two years.
Other News: On February 9, 2019, we received news that Vicar Rebecca Wicker was ordained at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Walterboro, SC and received a call to St. Matthew's
Lutheran Church in Charleston. Congratulations to Reverend
Rebecca Wicker!
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2019 Property Report— Mike Gaudreau
In 2019, several projects were tackled and finished with the help of many contributors:
 Repaired delaminated window sills
 Repaired the snow blower
 Purchased and assembled awnings for the front and rear entrances
 New light fixtures were installed in the upper hallway
 A new fan was installed in the downstairs bathroom
 Upkeep of our grounds: Fall workday, held on October 26, accomplished trimming, mulching, and weeding
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2020 Property Report— Mike Gaudreau
2020, a vacant church only meant a very busy project year:
 Installed awnings over main & Fellowship Hall entrances
 70” television installed in the Fellowship Hall
 Removal of dead tree next to storage shed
 Painting of baseboards and door frames by volunteers
 Painting around exterior window frames and flashing
 Kitchen curtains made & installed by Nancy Brower
 Repair of leaky roof in upper hallway
 Upkeep of grounds by volunteers
 New fascia installed on exterior gables
 Desktop and laptop upgraded by Steven & Lee Brower
 Installation of Leaf Filter gutters
 Repaired & painted trim of exterior cathedral windows

Assembling &
Installing
Awnings
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2020 Property Report— Mike Gaudreau

TV install & lots of painting

Window glass repair, & painting
of window frames and staircase
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2020 Property Report— Mike Gaudreau

Window fixing & painting, loose brick removal,
roof leak repair & student
volunteers tidying up the
landscape

 Can you spot the
water spot (floor)?
 Volunteers:
Grace, Katia, Lianna,
Maggie & Wes
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2020 Campus Ministry Report — Vicar Alyssa Kaplan
Since arriving in Mid-August, I have worked to reconnect Christ Lutheran Church to the broader campus
ministry communities of the VA Synod, as well as the particular campus ministry communities at Radford University. In light of the pandemic restrictions, this has largely taken the form of relationship building and partnership
formation.
I have reapplied with the VA Synod for Campus Ministry Grant support. I also applied for a grant with the
Synod to support Red Door Campus Ministry’s feeding ministries. I received a list of Radford University student
names and email addresses and have made efforts to be in contact with those designated ELCA students both at
the beginning of the fall and spring semesters.
This spring, I will be present with Pastor Roger Cook at Red Door Campus Ministry meetings on alternating Tuesday nights. I will also attend Radford University Campus Ministry Association meetings as they occur. I
have met with Pastor Peter Hawisher-Faul of Presbyterian Church of Radford to discuss partnership between
CLC and PCR and their ‘U-Kirk’ campus ministry community. I am also working to bridge the campus ministry
community between The Well at Virginia Tech and Red Door at Radford with a few joint virtual events like a
cooking class and podcast study.

2020 Worship & Christian Education
— Vicar Alyssa Kaplan
Since late August, Christ Lutheran Church has participated in the Blacksburg-Radford ELCA Fellowship
(formerly the Blacksburg Fellowship prior to our joining). We recorded worship for the coming Sunday during the
week, which was then posted online in a variety of formats for viewing on Sunday morning. The 5 churches who
are a part of the fellowship (CLC, Luther Memorial Lutheran Church, St Michael Lutheran Church, New Mount
Zion Church, and Shiloh Lutheran Church), all rotated hosting and preparing the worship service.
I sent a weekly worship email every week since September which includes announcements, links to the
worship service, and a spiritual and scriptural reflection. We also began a regular Sunday morning zoom fellowship
hour, similar to a ‘Coffee Hour’ that folks would experience following worship. In addition to regular digital worship and zoom fellowship hour, the fourth Sunday of each month at St Michael the fellowship hosted a drive-in
service with Holy Communion.
Other worship and Christian education offerings since August 2020 have included:


6-week bible study on the early church and the book of Acts



Midweek Advent worship



Advent congregational care and devotional packages.



Epiphany Star words letters and two-week scripture study
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2019 Senior Brunch Report — Nancy Brower
This ministry continues to grow from what was once a humble beginning of just seven seniors in
attendance to an average attendance of 25. Our goal is to offer seniors from the surrounding area a warm
and nourishing breakfast, fellowship among each other through the spirit of our Lord, and lifelong learning through a variety of topics and guest speakers.
Local seniors attending the monthly gatherings were treated to special presentation themes, including: Senior Finance, Local Resources for Seniors, Easy and Healthy Meal Preparation, Hemp-Based CBD
Oil, Wildwood Park Plants, and the Roaring Twenties with Will Rogers.
The year closed with a Christmas party and holiday Bingo. Special thanks to our monthly speakers,
to Debbie Higginbotham for her delicious casseroles, to Lee Brower for his continued help in organizing
the events, to Margaret Hoskins and Clyde Kessler for help with the holiday party, to all members who
helped set up on the Sundays prior, and to special helper Taliah Almeida.
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2020 Senior Brunch Report — Nancy Brower
Senior Brunch for 2020 started out with a record crowd in February with 28 seniors in attendance.
The Brunch featured Ashley Hash from Carilion Clinic who spoke about heart health and senior health
topics.
The March Senior Brunch featured Barbara Johnson from the Radford Coffee Company. Mrs.
Johnson spoke about the River to River project, which helps children in Nicaragua.
Sadly, when the Church temporarily closed due to COVID-19 in March of 2020, the Senior
Brunch Ministry had to be put on hold. We were able to utilize the newly installed 70” TV for this final
senior brunch of the year.
We look forward to resuming the Senior Brunch once the Church opens to public services.
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RDCH and Faith & Film— Clyde Kessler
Rough Draught Coffee House in 2019 had two events. The first was a reading on
April 5th by authors Rick Van Noy and Kevin McDaniel. We gave away door prizes and gifts for
the audience. It was well attended and was a great success.
The second event was a reading and discussion on November 16, 2019 by author Charlie
Thompson who shared from his new book Going Over Home. Charlie was a most impressive
speaker and knew well how to draw audience members into a dialogue. However, the event was
not as well attended as hoped, likely due to competing events.
Our first 2020 RDCH event planned for April, which was to feature an encore poetry reading by Kevin McDaniel, unfortunately was canceled due to COVID
-19. We hope to continue RDCH in the following year.
Faith and Film events have always been well attended by church family and friends.
In 2019, we enjoyed pizza, chicken wings, popcorn, and fellowship while showing the following
movies: Matilda (Jan18), The Monuments Men (Mar 15), Second Hand Lions (Sept 6), and The Twelve Dogs
of Christmas (Dec 13). Once again. We held only one F&F in 2020 (Feb 21) and watched My Bodyguard. We
hope we can resume F&F in the near future.
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Office Manager’s Report— Debbie Higginbotham
Support of worship services and of ministries is always at the forefront of administrative efforts. While
2019 presented challenges within “normal” worship, such as maintaining the church’s physical and public visibility and presence, and efforts to increase participation in our missions and events, the pandemic of 2020 put
many of those efforts on hold. Below are goals accomplished in 2019 and 2020.
Music Coordination: On February 24, 2019, we experimented with pre-recorded MP3 music during worship,
and we were happy to find that this was a viable option for future services whenever a live musician was not
available. Kendall Kessler was our “angel musician” in 2019 and the active part of 2020, blessing us with her
amazing musical talent at nearly every service. Tim Brower, Fran Tieleman and Lorene Jones have also visited
and played the organ for some of our services, which provided Kendall a nice break.
In 2020, Kendall and Lorene were our worship musicians up until the pandemic hiatus. We began recording monthly online worship services at Christ Lutheran beginning September 16, and we enjoyed the talents
of Daniel Taylor, the Radford-Blacksburg ELCA Fellowship musician. Daniel also handled the video and technology aspect of online worship recording and publishing.
Membership: We were saddened to see Bridgette and Billy
Crigler move away in the early spring of 2019, but happy to
know of their joy in being reunited with family, including precious grandchildren. We celebrated the addition of Zach Higginbotham, a lifelong Lutheran, who officially joined our CLC
family in November 2019 and immediately joined our council
team.
Our beloved Peggy Martin passed away on January 7,
2020. We celebrated her life and beautiful, spunky soul with a
memorial service held on March 11, 2020. She was buried here at
Christ Lutheran in the Memorial Garden. Peggy’s gifts of fellowship, love, and involvement in our church community are remembered and cherished. On November 12, 2020, Evalene and
Earl Irwin moved to Commonwealth Senior Living facility in
Fairlawn, and they have since visited with Ilene Crigler there on
several occasions.
Supply Pastors: We were blessed in 2019 and in the unrestricted
parts of 2020 to have the most wonderful supply pastors! Each
with their own style shared God-filled messages and enlightened us.
Our supply pastors and musicians were often scheduled one to
three months in advance. Rev. Keith Olivier carried us through
many months, especially through the second half of the year. Sadly,
2019 became the last year Rev. Kathleen Miko would be with us, as
she moved away to pursue a call in South Carolina. Rev. Graham
Mitchell left for South Africa to care for his father from September
to early November.
In 2020, Revs. Graham Mitchell and Keith Olivier alternated presiding, and they carried us through nearly every worship until
March 8. February 16 was the exception, when we were blessed to
have Rev. Rachel Larson preside. We would not have another sermon in our sanctuary until September 16, only less than a month
after the arrival of Vicar Alyssa, which would be our first video recorded worship service.
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Office Manager’s Report— Debbie Higginbotham
Vicar Alyssa and 2020 Online Worship: On August 18, 2020, we were blessed to welcome Alyssa Kaplan to our
parish as our pastoral intern, who is under the mentorship of Pastor Monica Weber from Luther Memorial
Church in Blacksburg. Alyssa brought our Campus Ministry involvement back to life by engaging as an active
ministry leader and contributor. Alyssa spearheaded our inclusion and participation in the Blacksburg-Radford
ELCA Fellowship, actively presided over worship services on behalf of Radford, and assisted during Blacksburg services. Her assistance in worship included reading scripture and leading children’s sermons.
Once a month and weather-permitting, drive-in services were held at St. Michael in Blacksburg. From the
comfort of our vehicles, we tuned into the respective radio station and listened in. Pictured below is the view
of Vicar Brian Katz assisting Alyssa during the children’s sermon from within a car.
Recording services at CLC involved the setting up of a video camera and extra lighting. We experienced
worship in a different way. For one, you cannot yell “cut” or “let’s do that again” in the middle of a live worship service—but, you can all day in the world of virtual worship, and everybody involved enjoyed at least one
redo on several occasions!
Pictured on the following page are Vicar Alyssa preaching, Mike Gaudreau who had just read the readings,
and our ministry comrades from the Blacksburg-Radford ELCA Fellowship.
If you notice in the pictures,
following
pandemic
safety recommendation,
everyone except for the
main speaker, on occasions, wore a mask, and
we kept “socially distant” from one another.

God’s Mercy and Gratefulness for Our Members: On February 25,
2019, an accident occurred in which Mike Gaudreau, our beloved
church fixit guy and mood lifter, was seriously injured. Many things
happened that might have appeared as miracles, the greatest of them
being that Mike is alive and with us. It was difficult to be supportive
to Mike during the pandemic. Patty wasn’t allowed to be by his side
during most phases of his recovery at medical facilities due to strict
visitation rules surrounding pandemic concerns.
Life events, such as this, are reminders of the constant challenges we face in life, of how powerful prayer and friendship are, and of
God’s mercy. We give thanks and praise to God for the beautiful
gifts that are Mike and all of you, our Christ Lutheran community.
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Office Manager’s Report— Debbie Higginbotham
It was a nostalgic delight, especially after over half a year gone by, to see a worship service held within
Christ Lutheran’s sanctuary—even if only via video footage from our computers and cell phones. We missed
our pre-pandemic fellowship, which was laden with warmth and “good feels,” not to mention great food. We
took care of each other, had many laughs; and in this weirdness of limited contact, we managed to continue to
take care of one another. We missed the comfort of a handshake and hug, which were commonplace at every
Christ Lutheran service and event.
Goals for 2021: The administrative office looks forward to supporting the Council in their objectives, supporting
ministries, improving the “welcome” factor wherever possible, looking for ways to improve administrative efficiency, and supporting Vicar Alyssa and all our associated ministry leaders and musicians in this year to come.

Pastor Larson (bottom left) preaching, February 2020
Vicar Alyssa preaching, October 2020
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2019

14

2019-2020 Annual Reports

2020

2020 brought to CLC some
furry visitors, including Rudy (blue
ears) & Theo (black pup), an overgrown
garden, emergency pandemic supplies,
and creative ministry. Below might
sum up 2020: volunteer Wes squeezed
a stress ball too hard, it ruptured, and
made a pink mess on the wall!
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Nancy Brower for her vision and execution of a
fruitful Senior Brunch ministry. This ministry has
blessed and enlightened every attendee with valuable
knowledge towards a better quality of life; and not to
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Christ Lutheran Church

2019-2020 Council Changes

201 Harvey Street
Radford, VA
(540) 639-2671
admin@clcradford.org

Bridgette Crigler, retired from council
Zach Higginbotham, new council member
Vicar Alyssa Kaplan, new clergical leader

www.clcradford.org

2020 Council Members
Lee Brower, Treasurer
Bridgette Crigler
Mike Gaudreau
Patty Gaudreau, President
Margaret Hoskins
Clyde Kessler, Financial Secretary
Zachary Higginbotham

Trustees
Lee Brower
Alain Koch
Graham Hoskins
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