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“A fellowship living and sharing the love of God

through worship, service, wellness, and hospitality.”
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Stay current with CLC events by
visiting our website:
CLCRADFORD.ORG
Also, subscribe to receive weekly
CLC news updates

Thankfulness for 2019
Greetings in Christ! Below you’ll find a few reflections on congregational life.
In worship, Sunday morning attendance ranged between 15-20. When combined with regular events, such as
Faith and Film and Senior Brunch, we consistently engaged around 40 people in worship each month.
In membership, we welcomed Zachary Higginbotham on November 17 into our Christ Lutheran family. We are
saddened to see Bridgette and Billy Crigler move away in early spring, and we miss them dearly.

We are thankful to Kendall Kessler, Fran Tieleman, Tim Brower, and Lorene Jones for their service as our wonderful musicians.
We are thankful to all who have served as worship leaders, including Lori Anne Kirk, and Revs. Dr. Paul Hinlicky, Kathleen Miko, Dr. Graham Mitchell, Keith Olivier and John Wertz.
We are thankful to our Congregational Council, for their countless volunteer hours, and love for and dedication to CLC: Bridgette Crigler, Patty Gaudreau, Mike Gaudreau, Margaret Hoskins, Clyde Kessler, & Lee Brower.
We are thankful for all the additional volunteers that have contributed to the upkeep and administration of the
church.
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President’s Report— Dr. Patty Gaudreau
Call for a Pastor: The paperwork for a full-time Pastoral Call was removed from the ELCA directory at the
end of 2019. With the loss of membership (due to relocation and death) and the anticipated continued loss of
membership in the upcoming years, CLC council decided to pursue a continuation of supply pastors and/or
an arrangement for part-time coverage.
Supply pastors: CLC is enjoying a variety of ministers who provide worship leadership, sermons, and communion service to our parishioners. Rev. Keith Olivier has supplied up to three times monthly, providing a
more regular pastoral presence at CLC. Vice Pastor, Kathleen Miko, accepted a new position at The Heritage
at Lowman, a Lutheran adult care campus, in South Carolina. We will miss her advice and oversight!
Ministries: The Council has identified our key ministries to be: Senior Brunch, Faith & Film, Rough Draft
Coffee House, and Campus Ministry.
 Campus - Debbie has created an online signup for all participating churches to sign up to provide meals
for the students meeting each Wednesday at the Red Door house. CLC also maintains a collection box in
the fellowship hall for non-perishable food items to be distributed through the Red Door ministry.
 Rough Draft—We welcomed Charlie Thompson for a powerful event; details in Clyde Kessler’s report
 Faith & Film—We held several F&F events throughout the year; details in Clyde Kessler’s report
 Senior Brunch—We held monthly brunches; details in Nancy Brower’s report
 Vacation Bible School - CLC plans to continue in partnering with our neighbor churches, Radford Presbyterian and Grace Episcopal, to provide a Vacation Bible School program for children in the summer.
Family of the week: Established last year by the Council, FOW continued through 2019 to oversee the
weekly leadership needs for CLC. The FOW is responsible for communion prep, coffee prep, unlocking/
locking the building, lay worship roles, and any weather related calls.
New Member: Our congregation grew in the welcoming of Zach Higginbotham on November 17.
Music: CLC is enjoying a variety of piano and organ musicians. We are blessed to find people willing to
serve, with our faithful Kendall Kessler as the bottom line.
CLC Council: The use of Google continued to be used by the congregational council in 2019, which has improved communications between its members. It has been well received and utilized, and it has reduced waste
by substituting for report and agenda printouts.
Council members, Zach Higginbotham, Margaret Hoskins, Clyde Kessler, Lee Brower, Mike & Patricia Gaudreau, were installed Dec 15 by Pastor Olivier. Zach filled the council vacancy left by Bridgette
Crigler’s resignation. Bridgette had resigned on March 3, 2019 due to her family relocating out of the area.

Facilities: Projects tackled included: repairs of delaminated window sills, snow blower repair, purchase and
assembly of awnings for the front and rear doors, new lights installed in the upper hallway, and a new fan was
installed in downstairs bathroom. Fall workday was held and accomplished trimming, mulching, and weeding.
Other 2019 News: On February 9, we received news that Vicar Rebecca Wicker was ordained at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Walterboro, SC and received a call to St. Matthew's Lutheran Church in Charleston.
Congratulations to Reverend Rebecca Wicker!
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Property Report— Dr. Patty Gaudreau
In 2019, several projects were tackled and finished with the help of many contributors:







Repairs of delaminated window sills
Snow blower repair
Purchase and assembly of awnings for the front and rear doors
New lights installed in the upper hallway
A new fan was installed in downstairs bathroom
Upkeep of our grounds: Fall workday was held on October 26 accomplished trimming, mulching, and
weeding
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Treasurer’s Report
By Nancy & Lee Brower
EXPENSES 2019
 The approved 2019 expense budget was $84,200. This included $25,000 for Delayed Maintenance/
Renovation.
 Total Expense for 2019 was $51,398. This is significantly under budget because of reduced spending in
several accounts, but primarily in Campus Ministry, Renovation, and Cleaning Contractor Service.
 The only expense item that was significantly over budget for 2019 was Supply/Vice Pastor Mileage Reimbursement due to a majority of the supply pastors coming from Roanoke rather than more local.
 Christ Lutheran Radford continued its church-wide support with $1,600 donated to the ELCA/VA Synod.
INCOME 2019
 Regular Offering Income for 2019 was $16,113 on a budget of $16,200.
 The Church received $18,000 from the Compton settlement. The Compton settlement will end in 2020.
 Total Church cash income (including donations, interest, the Compton settlement, and other miscellaneous
income) for 2019 was $40,362. This excludes reinvested dividends or gains from the Vanguard and Dodge
and Cox Investments, and excludes interest earned on the certificate of deposit and the money market
fund.
INVESTMENTS 2019
 The Church’s primary investments, the Vanguard and the Dodge and Cox investments, performed well in
2019. The Vanguard Fund gained 22% for the year and the Dodge and Cox Fund gained 20% for the year.
 Forty thousand dollars was withdrawn from the Dodge and Cox Fund to supplement Church operations.
 The Church continues smaller investments in a certificate of deposit and a money market fund which earn
a nominal return, but have a guaranteed principle.
SUMMARY 2019
 The value of Church cash and investments increased $82,051 in 2019. This resulted from a $11,036 operating loss and a $93,087 investment gain.
 The Church continues to rely on investment income to supplement operations.
 End of the year 2019 operating cash, church funds, and investments total $652,459.
BUDGET 2020
 The expense budget for 2020 is $75,500. This is based on the present situation without a regular-time employed Pastor and Musician.
 Regular Offering income is anticipated at $16,000 in 2020.
 The Compton settlement payments will end in 2020.
 Delayed Maintenance and Renovation is budgeted for $10,000 in 2020.
 The ELCA/VA Synod Mission Support is continued at $1,600 for 2020. This represents 10% of anticipated Regular Offering income.
* This report is a summary of the Church Windows 2019 end of the year Treasurer’s Report and Balance Sheet. Those wanting the full reports may obtain them from the Church Office Manager.
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Senior Brunch Report — Nancy Brower
This ministry continues to grow from what was once a humble beginning of just seven seniors in
attendance to an average attendance of 25. Our goal is to offer seniors from the surrounding area a warm
and nourishing breakfast, fellowship among each other through the spirit of our Lord, and lifelong learning through a variety of topics and guest speakers.
Local seniors attending the monthly gatherings were treated to special
presentation themes: Senior Finance, Local Resources for Seniors, Easy and
Healthy Meal Preparation, Hemp-Based CBD Oil, Wildwood Park Plants, and
the Roaring Twenties with Will Rogers.
The year closed with a Christmas party and holiday Bingo. Special
thanks to our monthly speakers, to Debbie Higginbotham for her delicious
casseroles, to Lee Brower for his continued help in organizing the events, to
Margaret Hoskins and Clyde Kessler for help with the holiday party, and to
special helper Taliah Almeida.
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RDCH and Faith & Film— Clyde Kessler
Rough Draught Coffee House in 2019 had two events. The first was a reading
on April 5 by authors Rick Van Noy and Kevin McDaniel. We had door prizes and
gifts for the audience. It was a great success and well attended.
The second event was a reading and discussion November 16 by author Charlie Thompson who shared from his new
book Going Over Home. Charlie was a most impressive speaker,
and knew well how to draw audience members into a dialogue.
However, the event was not as well attended as we had hoped.
Planning is under way for an encore reading by Kevin McDaniel
in April 2020.
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Office Manager’s Report— Debbie Higginbotham
In 2019, support of worship services and of ministries was at the forefront of administrative
efforts. In addition, maintaining the church’s physical and public visibility and presence and efforts to
increase participation in our missions and events. Below are the goals accomplished in 2019 and goals
set for 2020.
2019 from the Administrative Perspective:
Music Coordination: Kendall Kessler continues to be our “angel” musician, blessing us with her
amazing musical talent at nearly every service held. Tim Brower, Fran Tieleman and Lorene Jones
have also visited and played the organ for some of our services, which provided Kendall a nice
break. On February 24, we experimented with pre-recorded MP3 music during worship, and we
were happy to find that this is a viable option for use at future services whenever a live musician is
not available.
Supply Pastors: We have been blessed by the most wonder ful supply pastor s! Each has their
own style and God-filled messages to share with and enlighten us. Our supply pastors and musicians were scheduled in advance, often one to three months in advance. Rev. Keith Olivier carried
us through many months, especially through the second half of the year. Sadly, 2019 became the
last year Rev. Kathleen Miko would be with us, as she moved away to pursue a call in South Carolina, and she is dearly missed! Rev. Graham Mitchell left for South Africa to care for his father
from September to early November.

Membership We wer e saddened to see the Cr igler ’s (Bridgette and Billy) move away in the early
spring, but we are very happy to know they are untied with their family and enjoying their precious
grandchildren. We celebrate Zach Higginbotham officially joined our CLC family in November.
Goals for 2020 include: Suppor t of the Council in their goals and pur suits, suppor t of the ministries at CLC, looking for ways to improve the “welcome” factor at CLC, continue to update and
improve administrative procedures, to look for cost savings ideas in the way of reducing, reusing,
and recycling, to look for cost savings in our service contracts and accounts, and support all our
wonderful pastoral leaders and musicians.
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Acknowledgements—THANKS to the Following:














All our volunteers: communion assistants, scripture 
readers, fellowship food servants, recyclers, campus
ministry food preparers, errand runners, and flower
sponsors.
The Brower’s for their regular upkeep of the premises. Including interior renovation projects and outdoor 
landscaping.
Our worship supply ministers: Revs. Olivier, Mitch
ell, Miko, Hinlicky, Wertz, and to Lori Anne Kirk.
Joe Kennedy for mowing during the summer.
Church Council, for their faithful work on the CLC’s
behalf.
Our wonderful musicians, Kendall Kessler, Tim
Brower, Fran Tieleman, and Lorene Jones, who gave
of their musical talents throughout the year.
Mike Gaudreau for his handyman skills in working
on projects around the church and being our go-to
fixit guy.
All who supported our missions and building fund
financially and through volunteerism.
Clyde Kessler for coordinating RDCH and Faith and
Film.

Christ Lutheran Church
201 Harvey Street
Radford, VA
Phone: 540-639-2671
Office Manager:
Debbie Higginbotham
email: admin@clcradford.org
www.clcradford.org
Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9 AM—1 PM

Join Us on Sundays
Worship—10:00 a.m.
Fellowship—11:00 a.m.

Nancy Brower for her vision and execution of a
fruitful Senior Brunch ministry. This ministry has
blessed and enlightened every attendee with valuable
knowledge towards a better quality of life; and not to
mention, a delicious warm meal and fellowship.
All contributors of time, talent, and financial support
who keep the mission and ministries of CLC, as is
willed by the grace of God, alive and energized.
Special thanks to Patty Gaudreau for her fearless
work as our council president

2020 Council Changes
Bridgette Crigler, retired from council
Zach Higginbotham, new council member

2019 Council Members
Lee Brower, Treasurer
Bridgette Crigler
Mike Gaudreau
Patty Gaudreau, President
Margaret Hoskins
Clyde Kessler, Financial Secretary

Trustees
Lee Brower
Alain Koch
Graham Hoskins
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