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Isaiah 25:6-9 

6 On this mountain, the LORD of heavenly forces will prepare for all peoples a rich feast, 

a feast of choice wines, of select foods rich in flavor, of choice wines well refined. 7 He 

will swallow up on this mountain the veil that is veiling all peoples, the shroud 

enshrouding all nations. 8 He will swallow up death forever. The LORD God will wipe 

tears from every face; he will remove his people's disgrace from off the whole earth, for 

the LORD has spoken. 9 They will say on that day, "Look! This is our God, for whom we 

have waited— and he has saved us! This is the LORD, for whom we have waited; let's 

be glad and rejoice in his salvation!" 

 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (24) 

1 Give thanks to the LORD because he is good, because his faithful love lasts forever. 2 

Let Israel say it: "God's faithful love lasts forever!" 14 The LORD was my strength and 

protection; he was my saving help! 15 The sounds of joyful songs and deliverance are 

heard in the tents of the righteous: "The LORD's strong hand is victorious! 16 The LORD's 

strong hand is ready to strike! The LORD's strong hand is victorious!" 17 I won't die—no, I 

will live and declare what the LORD has done. 18 Yes, the LORD definitely disciplined 

me, but he didn't hand me over to death. 19 Open the gates of righteousness for me so 

I can come in and give thanks to the LORD! 20 This is the LORD's gate; those who are 

righteous enter through it. 21 I thank you because you answered me, because you 

were my saving help. 22 The stone rejected by the builders is now the main foundation 

stone! 23 This has happened because of the LORD; it is astounding in our sight! 24 This is 

the day the LORD acted; we will rejoice and celebrate in it! 

 

Acts 10:34-43 

34 Peter said, "I really am learning that God doesn't show partiality to one group of 

people over another. 35 Rather, in every nation, whoever worships him and does what 

is right is acceptable to him. 36 This is the message of peace he sent to the Israelites by 

proclaiming the good news through Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all! 37 You know what 

happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism John preached. 

38 You know about Jesus of Nazareth, whom God anointed with the Holy Spirit and 

endowed with power. Jesus traveled around doing good and healing everyone 

oppressed by the devil because God was with him. 39 We are witnesses of everything 

he did, both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40 

but God raised him up on the third day and allowed him to be seen, 41 not by 

everyone but by us. We are witnesses whom God chose beforehand, who ate and 

drank with him after God raised him from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to 

the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living 

and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

 

John 20:1-18 

1 Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away from the 



tomb. 2 She ran to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 

said, "They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don't know where they've put 

him." 3 Peter and the other disciple left to go to the tomb. 4 They were running together, 

but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and was the first to arrive at the tomb. 5 

Bending down to take a look, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he didn't go in. 6 

Following him, Simon Peter entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying there. 7 He 

also saw the face cloth that had been on Jesus' head. It wasn't with the other clothes 

but was folded up in its own place. 8 Then the other disciple, the one who arrived at the 

tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 They didn't yet understand the 

scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to the place 

where they were staying. 11 Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, she 

bent down to look into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels dressed in white, seated where 

the body of Jesus had been, one at the head and one at the foot. 13 The angels asked 

her, "Woman, why are you crying?" She replied, "They have taken away my Lord, and I 

don't know where they've put him." 14 As soon as she had said this, she turned around 

and saw Jesus standing there, but she didn't know it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, 

"Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, 

she replied, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him and I will 

get him." 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned and said to him in Aramaic, "Rabbouni" 

(which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, "Don't hold on to me, for I haven't yet 

gone up to my Father. Go to my brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I'm going up to my 

Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18 Mary Magdalene left and 

announced to the disciples, "I've seen the Lord." Then she told them what he said to her. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon 

 Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Grace to 

you and peace from God our Father, God’s Son our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit: Amen.  

For preachers, Easter seems both the best of days 

and yet the most daunting. The very reason we 

preach is the resurrection of Jesus. We follow in the 

footsteps of Mary Magdalene, the first evangelist who 

runs from the tomb to share the good news, that 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! There’s so much 

to say, so much to share, to much to proclaim on this 

day, that the glory of God’s bright and morning star 

defeated the night of death. That God harrowed hell, 

to bring salvation even to those furthest separated 

from God. That we know the steadfast love of God 



endures forever because our forevers are secured in 

the resurrection of God’s Son!  

Yet, precisely because the content of our faith 

hinges upon this day, this event, this moment, there 

seems too much to see in these precious few minutes 

for which we speak. So much good news to share! So 

much to see and to hear, to smell and to touch, to 

taste and see that the Lord is good! Fortunately, I’m 

sure y’all don’t have any other plans today, so we 

can just send the next six or seven hours just 

exploring…Or perhaps we should find a bit of focus.  

Even my writing process this week was all over 

the place. Different authors and musicians, pictures 

and scholars, all sharing various perspectives and 

detailing the depth of meaning of this day, of God’s 



return from the dead, of Christ’s resurrection. We 

could spend days in the art, weeks in lectures, 

months in conversation, and see only the tip of this 

mystical, wonderful iceberg. We could spend every 

moment of every day for the rest of our lives 

dissecting the refractions of God’s light through the 

prism of the resurrection and still never fully see the 

goodness and greatness of this day. Once dead, 

Christ is alive! Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

But our model for today, our model for our time, is 

Mary. The woman who finds Jesus alive, who 

discovers the empty tomb, who becomes the first 

evangelist. She is the first preacher, for she runs from 

the empty tomb with only a simple word to offer. 

“I’ve seen the Lord.” That’s what today is about! 



That’s the word that everyone must hear! The 

complexities that come with Christ, the dynamics of 

this divine day, all begin with the same simple witness. 

We’ve seen the Lord! Alive! And well! The one who 

hung on the cross now lives beyond the grave, to 

bring new life to all creation.  

But pastor, you might say, we haven’t seen Jesus. 

I haven’t seen Jesus. Good for Mary. She caught a 

front row seat to the glory of God’s mystery. But I was 

about 2,000 years too late for that vision. God’s alive, 

alright, but I just haven’t seen Jesus in the flesh and 

the blood.  

And yet we say, Christ is risen! Christ is Risen 

Indeed! Of course, you’re right. We know that, only a 

few weeks after his resurrection, Jesus ascended into 



heaven, that Jesus remains yet with God the Father. 

But here’s my question: Is that the only way to see 

Jesus? Is that the only way to know that Jesus is alive? 

I don’t think so.  

We may see Christ in acts of justice and mercy. 

People like Mother Teresa who spend their entire lives 

living at the margins of society in order to offer love 

and hope to those ostracized by the dominant 

culture reveal Jesus to us in those acts of justice and 

mercy. Moments of racial reconciliation help us to 

see Jesus at work across lines of prejudice to bring 

justice and mercy. When we come to love and 

include people regardless of their sexual orientation, 

we may see Jesus breaking down social barriers to 



inspire works of justice and mercy. We have seen the 

Lord. 

Or, we may see Christ in moments of vulnerability. 

When we choose not to fight but instead to share our 

fears in the hopes of finding resolutions. When we 

choose to face difficult discussions with 

compassionate resolution rather than a desire to win. 

When we face issues of mortality, when our own 

bodies and minds seem to be giving way, we may 

find Jesus in the midst of that struggle as one who 

struggle himself on the cross. We have seen the Lord. 

Or, we may see Jesus showing us a new path 

when we can see no way out. One of my friends from 

school just this week shared with me a story. As a 

young woman, she developed an unplanned 



pregnancy. Newly married, still in school, financially 

unstable, and frightened, she called an abortion 

clinic four weeks into the pregnancy feeling she had 

no other choice. No one picked up. Then, on the 

radio – not Christian radio, but just the local pop hits 

station – came a song by Lauryn Hill, called Zion. The 

first verse includes these lines: “Woe this crazy 

circumstance // I knew his life deserved a chance // 

But everybody told me to be smart // Look at your 

career they said // "Lauryn, baby use your head" // 

But instead I chose to use my heart.” My friend chose 

to keep the child, though she knew no way forward, 

and now, Ezra, her little boy, that little boy, is four 

years old. In my friend’s words, “Nothing about Ezra 

has been an easy road but he has been beyond 



worth it…I cannot wait to see the man he becomes.” 

My friend found Jesus in the most unlikely of places 

when there seemed to be no way out, and he 

brought her new life, quite literally. We have seen the 

Lord 

The key to each of these things is, of course, the 

church. We’re the church, the Body of Christ. Gifted 

with the Holy Spirit, we live the life of God in the world. 

We are the hands and feet, the flesh and blood of 

Christ in this world. Every time we see someone work 

at justice and mercy, we see Jesus at work. Every 

time we see someone willing to suffer vulnerability in 

order to find peace and wholeness, we see Jesus at 

work. Every time someone finds new life out of a 

situation that seems like only death, we see Jesus at 



work. And so, we can say with confidence, I’ve seen 

the Lord! Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!  

Notice, though, that Mary needed a bit of 

training, a bit of a reminder, to recognize Jesus. She 

followed this guy for something like three years! She 

knew what he looked like, what he sounded like. And 

yet, because of her own despair, her own tears and 

doubt and disbelief, she just couldn’t see him at first. 

He speaks to her, and she doesn’t recognize him. But 

eventually, once Jesus calls her by name, once it 

gets personal, then she sees him. Then she sees the 

Lord. And then she tells the story. 

We too need training in how to see Jesus. We 

need reminders about what God looks like. We need 

refreshers on the work of God in the world. That’s why 



we’re here. That’s why the church exists: To help 

other people see Jesus as well. To tell the story, to 

share the story, and to reinforce the story. Through 

words and through actions. Through relationships and 

through our jobs. Through our family life and our 

prayer life. Through reading the stories of Scripture 

and living of the story of Jesus in the world. We only 

live because Christ arose from the dead, because 

Christ brought us life out of the tomb, because Jesus 

Christ laid our death in his grave. So the life we live, 

the words we share, the actions we undertake, are to 

be Jesus to the world. With all that we are and all 

that we do, let us scream, “I’ve seen the Lord!” 

So if Mary is our model, our exemplar, the first 

preacher with good news to share, we must then 



follow her witness. Mary doesn’t hand out tracts that 

condemn non-Christians to hell, but instead shares 

some good news, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Mary doesn’t 

hesitate because what she has to say sounds absurd, 

absolutely insane, but proclaims with joy, “I’ve seen 

the Lord.” Mary doesn’t demand a decision from 

those whom she tells, but instead says from her own 

experience, from her own heart, “I’ve seen the Lord.”  

That’s the Gospel. That’s the heart of this Christian 

journey. We share what we’ve seen, that we may 

seen Jesus in more and more places. We share what 

we’ve seen, not to condemn or ostracize others, but 

to welcome and uplift everyone with the good news 

of forgiveness. We share with our words and our 

actions that God is alive, that we have a reason to 



hope. We go to others to share a simple message, 

not out of pride, but out of joy. I’ve seen the Lord, 

and you can too. Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed. 

Amen.  


