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Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

15 During this time, the family of believers was a company of about one hundred 
twenty persons. Peter stood among them and said, 16 "Brothers and sisters, the scripture 
that the Holy Spirit announced beforehand through David had to be fulfilled. This was 

the scripture concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus. 17 
This happened even though he was one of us and received a share of this ministry. 21 
"Therefore, we must select one of those who have accompanied us during the whole 

time the Lord Jesus lived among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day 
when Jesus was taken from us. This person must become along with us a witness to his 

resurrection." 23 So they nominated two: Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known 
as Justus, and Matthias. 24 They prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's deepest thoughts 
and desires. Show us clearly which one you have chosen from among these two 25 to 
take the place of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas turned away to go to 

his own place." 26 When they cast lots, the lot fell on Matthias. He was added to the 
eleven apostles. 

 
Psalm 1 

1 The truly happy person doesn't follow wicked advice, doesn't stand on the road of 
sinners, and doesn't sit with the disrespectful. 2 Instead of doing those things, these 

persons love the LORD's Instruction, and they recite God's Instruction day and night! 3 
They are like a tree replanted by streams of water, which bears fruit at just the right time 

and whose leaves don't fade. Whatever they do succeeds. 4 That's not true for the 
wicked! They are like dust that the wind blows away. 5 And that's why the wicked will 

have no standing in the court of justice— neither will sinners in the assembly of the 
righteous. 6 The LORD is intimately acquainted with the way of the righteous, but the 

way of the wicked is destroyed. 
 

1 John 5:9-13 
9 If we receive human testimony, God's testimony is greater, because this is what God 
testified: he has testified about his Son. 10 The one who believes in God's Son has the 

testimony within; the one who doesn't believe God has made God a liar, because that 
one has not believed the testimony that God gave about his Son. 11 And this is the 

testimony: God gave eternal life to us, and this life is in his Son. 12 The one who has the 
Son has life. The one who doesn't have God's Son does not have life. 13 I write these 
things to you who believe in the name of God's Son so that you can know that you 

have eternal life. 
 

John 17:6-19 
6 “I have revealed your name to the people you gave me from this world. They were 

yours and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything you have given me comes from you. 8 This is because I gave them the words 

that you gave me, and they received them. They truly understood that I came from 
you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 “I'm praying for them. I'm not praying for the 

world but for those you gave me, because they are yours. 10 Everything that is mine is 
yours and everything that is yours is mine; I have been glorified in them. 11 I'm no longer 



in the world, but they are in the world, even as I'm coming to you. Holy Father, watch 
over them in your name, the name you gave me, that they will be one just as we are 

one. 12 When I was with them, I watched over them in your name, the name you gave 
to me, and I kept them safe. None of them were lost, except the one who was destined 
for destruction, so that scripture would be fulfilled. 13 Now I'm coming to you and I say 

these things while I'm in the world so that they can share completely in my joy. 14 I gave 
your word to them and the world hated them, because they don't belong to this world, 
just as I don't belong to this world. 15 I'm not asking that you take them out of this world 
but that you keep them safe from the evil one. 16 They don't belong to this world, just as 
I don't belong to this world. 17 Make them holy in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you 

sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 I made myself holy on their 
behalf so that they also would be made holy in the truth. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father, 

God’s Son our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit: 

Amen. 

 Almost two months ago, on April 5th, we 

celebrated Easter Sunday. And each Sunday since, 

we’ve celebrated the season of Easter. We’ve 

reminded one another, once and again, that Christ is 

Risen! Christ is Risen indeed! Our sermons explored 

the dynamics of the resurrection, where we 

considered how the resurrection changed the shape 

of God’s life, of our lives, and of all creation. We gave 

thanks that we live resurrected lives because of 

Jesus’ resurrected life, and that one day all creation 

will become a part of God’s kingdom.  



 So here, today, on the last Sunday of Easter, 

what is left to say? Have we said all there is to say 

about the resurrection? Of course not! This is the 

reason that the church gathers, not just that Jesus 

died, but that Jesus rose to life. There’s so much more 

to consider, so many other authors to engage, so 

much history to recall, so much theology to engage. 

We gather not only to live the resurrection of Jesus, 

but to learn of it more and more every day. There’s 

practically infinite refractions of God’s light to see 

through the prism of the resurrection. So how do we 

sum our conversation of the season? How do we 

prepare for Pentecost’s new movement of the Holy 

Spirit?  



 John guides us in the language of gift. His 1st 

letter encourages us to recall that, “God gave 

eternal life to us, and this life is in his Son. The one who 

has the Son has life.” That’s it. That’s the key. That’s 

the way we continue to grasp on to the resurrection 

even as more remains to yet be said. The 

Resurrection is a gift, God’s gift, meant for life. And 

one that God shares with us through the Son, through 

Jesus.  

 I imagine that we all love to receive gifts. 

Birthdays, Christmas, Easter baskets, anniversaries, just 

because, for whatever reason they come, gifts help 

to remind us that we’re loved by the giver. To receive 

a gift is itself a gift. Even if that gift isn’t something we 

would have picked for ourselves, to know that we 



were thought of and that we are cared for is an 

inspiring sensation.  

 And let’s be honest. When we give gifts, we offer 

them with particular hopes and intents attached. 

There’s not necessarily anything wrong with that 

either. Givers hope that their gifts will be used well. 

For instance, when I give my godsons things like Duke 

basketballs, I don’t expect them to become 

weapons that punish their brothers, but instead toys 

that contribute to games and camaraderie with one 

another. I want these gifts to provide joy, to foster 

relationship with one another. And, perhaps 

obviously, I want them to root for the Blue Devils, 

rather than some other, unnamed ACC teams. I 

gave my godsons “Duke stuff,” as they call it, 



because it represented something I deeply cared 

about, something I wanted to share with them, and 

something that I wanted them to use well. When we 

give gifts, there’s intentions behind those gifts. The 

same is true of God’s gift in the resurrection. God 

cares deeply about life. God wants to share life with 

us. And God wants us to use life well. That’s the gift of 

life, that’s the gift of resurrection.  

Now, like any proper gift, God’s gif comes to us 

totally undeserved. Though our culture has 

developed this entitlement toward gifts on certain 

holidays, the best gifts are those that we haven’t 

earned, the ones that surprise us. I remember when 

my parents bought my brother Matt his first car, a 

Mercury Cougar, for his 16th birthday. Though he 



might have been expecting a car, Matt surely wasn’t 

expecting this car, for though I was only a seven year 

old I remember him jumping the height of our front 

porch, which was something like four feet up. Trust 

me, no Tuckers have a natural 48” vertical. But the 

surprise of the gift, and the massive appreciation, 

brought an immediate response. 

On the other side of that surprise, though, comes 

the experiences of the gift. How we use the gift. As I 

said before, God cares deeply about life. God wants 

to share life with us. And God wants us to use life well. 

We experience this gift of resurrection, this gift of new 

life, as those surprised by the presence and goodness 

of the gift, but also those indebted to the gift giver. 

Now, this word indebted likely seems problematic 



since our concepts of debt come mostly from 

financial realms that charge oppressive amounts of 

interest. But that’s not the kind of connection we 

have to gift givers. We’re not forced to return gifts, to 

repay them for the cost, or any such thing.  

Yet, when given a gift, we’re in debt of a much 

more valuable thing: relationship. When someone 

offers us a gift, whether that gift is a material thing, an 

idea, or even the vibrant spirituality of new life we 

find in the resurrection, we become bound to that 

person in relationship. Think about it. As the gift giver 

gives us something that they like, something about 

which they care, it often inspires us to care about the 

gift as well. It ties us together, grows us together, and 

even works to change us. When I gave my godsons 



their first Duke shirts, they were avid Michigan fans. 

Now they have a new dog named Duke. Gifts well 

received help to change our affinities, our 

allegiances, even our preferences.  

 The very nature of a gift is that it’s something the 

giver wants to share with us. My parents gave Matt 

his first car as a way of sharing with him not only a 

new toy, but a first entre into adulthood. His inhuman 

leap reflected not just joy over a used car, but more 

than that, a realization that he was sharing in a new 

stage of life. Gifts well appreciated can help to 

transform us, to usher us into a new kind of existence.  

 Of course, perhaps the most difficult and most 

fulfilling part of a gift is using it well, is following that 

change. Sometimes my godsons become selfish with 



the gifts they receive rather than share them. And 

unfortunately, not too long after my brother received 

the car, he rolled it while driving too fast for the 

conditions while taking a friend home. It’s sometimes 

quite hard to use gifts well, to use gifts in ways that 

inspire new life. That’s perhaps most true of the 

resurrection, a gift God cares about and wants us to 

care about, a gift God wants us to share in fully, and 

in the midst of that all, a gift that God wants us to use 

well.  

 Yet, all too often, we’re selfish with the 

resurrection, not sharing it as God shared it with us, 

not appreciating the care with which God gave us 

the gift. Like children with toys, we keep it to ourselves 

rather than finding ways to share Jesus’ new life with 



others. Sometimes, we’re reckless with it, abusing the 

power of the resurrection – going too fast for the 

conditions, if you will – rather than embracing the life 

transformation available to us in the resurrection. 

 But here, at the end of the Easter season, we 

have an opportunity to live in this gift, to take hold of 

the gift that God gives to us, and most importantly, to 

use it well. How do we do that? How do we share the 

resurrection, the gift of life that we receive? Just as 

we receive the gift of life from God, we too may 

become life givers.   

 Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, a professor of theology at 

Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, reminds us all, 

in her words, that “Resurrection is the song of Earth,” 

that “God must have a voracious, insatiable hunger 



for life.” As God gives the gift of the resurrection, God 

invites us to join the song that the Spirit sang since 

before the big bang, the one that calls for life from 

chaotic nothingness. As God gives the gift of the 

resurrection, God invites us to join in Jesus’ limitless 

hunger to restore life not only to ourselves, but to all 

creation. We must learn to live lives that give life.  

 We must let the resurrection change us and 

shape us, to give us an allegiance to a new team, to 

transform us into new persons, to inspire within us the 

same urge for life as we find in the resurrection itself. 

How does that takes effect? Whatever drives at 

selfishness within us must die, for that old life has no 

place in the resurrection. Whatever drives us at 

carelessness with the new life we’re given must die, 



for that thanklessness has no place in the 

resurrection. The resurrected life is the kind of gift that 

is also an immense and holy responsibility. 

 Yet, we do not carry it alone. On this last Sunday 

of Easter, we recognize that we turn now toward 

Pentecost, the season of the Holy Spirit. In Jesus’ 

ascension, we receive not a consolation prize, but 

rather the fullness of the resurrected spirit together. As 

Jesus ascends to heaven, we’re called to live Jesus’ 

resurrected life on earth together as the church. We 

receive this gift together. This life is meant to be 

shared.  

 And so, we’re not alone. As we seek to live the 

resurrection, we’re meant to help one another to live 

towards ways of life, to live the gift of the resurrection 



and to live it well. The resurrection is God’s gift for life 

for all of us. Let’s learn to live it together. Amen.  


