
Malachi 4 

Look, the day is coming, 

        burning like an oven. 

All the arrogant ones and all those doing evil will become straw. 

    The coming day will burn them, 

says the Lord of heavenly forces, 

        leaving them neither root nor branch. 
2 But the sun of righteousness will rise on those revering my name; 

        healing will be in its wings 

            so that you will go forth and jump about like calves in the stall. 

 

Psalm 98 

Sing to the Lord a new song 

    because he has done wonderful things! 

His own strong hand and his own holy arm 

    have won the victory! 
2 The Lord has made his salvation widely known; 

    he has revealed his righteousness 

    in the eyes of all the nations. 
3 God has remembered his loyal love 

    and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

    every corner of the earth has seen our God’s salvation. 
4 Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth! 

    Be happy! 

    Rejoice out loud! 

    Sing your praises! 
5 Sing your praises to the Lord with the lyre— 

    with the lyre and the sound of music. 
6 With trumpets and a horn blast, 

    shout triumphantly before the Lord, the king! 
7 Let the sea and everything in it roar; 

    the world and all its inhabitants too. 
8 Let all the rivers clap their hands; 

    let the mountains rejoice out loud altogether 9 before the Lord 

    because he is coming to establish justice on the earth! 

He will establish justice in the world rightly; 

    he will establish justice among all people fairly. 

 

2 Thessalonians 3 
6 Brothers and sisters, we command you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to stay 

away from every brother or sister who lives an undisciplined life that is not in line with the 

traditions that you received from us. 7 You yourselves know how you need to imitate us 

because we were not undisciplined when we were with you. 8 We didn’t eat anyone’s 

food without paying for it. Instead, we worked night and day with effort and hard work 

so that we would not impose on you. 9 We did this to give you an example to imitate, 

not because we didn’t have a right to insist on financial support. 10 Even when we were 

with you we were giving you this command: “If anyone doesn’t want to work, they 

shouldn’t eat.” 11 We hear that some of you are living an undisciplined life. They aren’t 



working, but they are meddling in other people’s business. 12 By the Lord Jesus Christ, we 

command and encourage such people to work quietly and put their own food on the 

table. 13 Brothers and sisters, don’t get discouraged in doing what is right. 

 

Luke 21 
5 Some people were talking about the temple, how it was decorated with beautiful 

stones and ornaments dedicated to God. Jesus said, 6 “As for the things you are 

admiring, the time is coming when not even one stone will be left upon another. All will 

be demolished.” 
7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will these things happen? What sign will show that 

these things are about to happen?” 

 
8 Jesus said, “Watch out that you aren’t deceived. Many will come in my name, saying, 

‘I’m the one!’ and ‘It’s time!’ Don’t follow them. 9 When you hear of wars and rebellions, 

don’t be alarmed. These things must happen first, but the end won’t happen 

immediately.” 

 
10 Then Jesus said to them, “Nations and kingdoms will fight against each other. 11 There 

will be great earthquakes and wide-scale food shortages and epidemics. There will also 

be terrifying sights and great signs in the sky. 12 But before all this occurs, they will take 

you into custody and harass you because of your faith. They will hand you over to 

synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because 

of my name. 13 This will provide you with an opportunity to testify. 14 Make up your minds 

not to prepare your defense in advance. 15 I’ll give you words and wisdom that none of 

your opponents will be able to counter or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed by your 

parents, brothers and sisters, relatives, and friends. They will execute some of 

you. 17 Everyone will hate you because of my name. 18 Still, not a hair on your heads will 

be lost. 19 By holding fast, you will gain your lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sermon 

  “The Church is the Church only when it exists for 

others…The Church must share in the secular problems of 

ordinary human life, not dominating, but helping and 

serving. It must tell [people] of every calling what it means 

to live for Christ, to exist for others. In particular, our own 

church will have to take the field against the vices of hubris, 

worship of power, envy, and deception, as the roots of all 

evil. The church will have to speak of moderation, purity, 

trust, loyalty, constancy, patience, discipline, humility, 

contentment, and modesty. It must not underestimate the 

importance of human example (which has its origin in the 

humanity of Jesus and is so important in Paul’s teaching); it is 

not abstract argument, but example, that gives its word 

emphasis and power.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote these 

words in while imprisoned by the Hitler regime during WWII, 

knowing full well that the State Church of Germany had sold 



its identity to the political power of Nazi propaganda and 

sold its safety to government protection. Bonhoeffer had 

seen the temples of the German church crumble even as 

he watched the politic of his country shift to a place that 

not only endangered, but blamed, German citizens and 

established immigrants for the problems faced by their 

country.  

Bonhoeffer and his words came to my mind this week 

not as solace or encouragement, but as conviction. Writing 

from his imprisonment, still encouraging the church despite 

the dire circumstances it faced, it seems to me that 

Bonhoeffer wrote as one deeply formed by this last line of 

our reading from 2nd Thessalonians. “Brothers and sisters, 

don’t get weary in doing what is right.” Or, in another 

translation that I think is most fitting for today, “don’t give up 

on doing what is good.”  



It’s important to recognize that Paul doesn’t ask us not 

to get weary. That, in itself, is a word of Gospel, because 

there’s plenty of reason to be weary this week. One thing 

that I’ve already seen too much of is acts of violence, 

racism, and prejudice against people on the margins. 

African Americans on Radford’s campus have been 

berated with the “N-word,” told to “go back to Africa,” or 

that they should be lynched. Also on campus, Muslim 

American woman was told she needed to “register” or get 

“deported,” and elsewhere have had their hijabs violently 

torn off of their heads as they were taunted as “terrorists.”  

Latino Americans students in a Montgomery county 

elementary school, just children, were subject to hate 

speech and to shouts of “build that wall” and “get out of 

our country.” Citizens. Children. In our backyard. Our LGBTQ 

sisters and brothers, including people related to this 

congregation in our Pub Theology small group, are afraid 



not only for their marriage rights, but whether they’ll still be 

the legal guardians of their children. These are our people. 

We don’t own them, but we belong to one another. I’m 

weary of this already, and none of it’s happening to me.  

But just because they aren’t happening to me doesn’t 

mean they’re not affecting me. Another theologian wrote 

these words from another jail. “Injustice anywhere is a threat 

to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable 

network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. 

Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.” Martin 

Luther King Jr. penned this Letter from the Birmingham Jail, 

where he was imprisoned during the campaign for the civil 

rights of African Americans. Though there’s no known 

evidence that Dr. King had read Dr. Bonhoeffer’s work, the 

similarity between the two is striking. Each, it seems, 

emphasizes the heart of 2nd Thessalonians. Do not give up on 

doing what is good, for when injustice rains upon your 



neighbors, those poison waters flood the entire 

neighborhood. The church exists not for itself, but for others. 

We should be weary of the injustice faced by others, just as 

Bonhoeffer was. We should be dissatisfied, just as King was. 

Righteous anger should well within us both on behalf of others 

and on our own account, because injustice that affects them 

affects us too.  

We may weary of these things, but we should not be 

discouraged or dismayed. We should not give up on doing 

what is good, nor should we ever. The sun of righteousness 

will rise. Healing will be on its wings. But if that sun won’t 

shine light on all people, then it’s not the Son of God. If that 

healing doesn’t heal all people, then it’s not the balm in 

Gilead.  

When we hear Jesus talk about the fall of the temple, 

we may not fully understand the ramifications of that 

prophecy. The temple stood not only as the religious center 



of Israel, but the political center as well. Herod’s palace was 

across the courtyard and part of the same complex. Though 

Herod wasn’t beloved as a ruler, he was a known entity 

and, as a Jew, had some sympathy for the cause of 

Israelites. The fall of the temple meant no systematic 

religious foundations or political protections for the people 

of Israel.  

For many in our country, there’s a similar feeling today. 

We know the data that reveals a lack of trust in the church 

and in religion in general, largely due to experiences of 

hypocrisy, oppression, and violence at the hands of so-

called Christians. The same is true for our government. 

Congressional approval ratings have been at or below 20% 

since the middle of 2010. This election season only 

highlighted something that appears almost common 

knowledge: the religious establishment and the political 



establishment have failed the people, and they are 

crumbling.  

We may weary of these things, but we should not be 

discouraged. We should not give up on doing what is good, 

nor should we ever. It’s become abundant clear to me that 

trusting institutions simply isn’t helpful or effective. We just 

kind of assume that the church as an institution or the 

government will work for us, without actually holding these 

structures accountable. Perhaps more fundamentally, we’re 

not following Paul’s advice and putting the work in in order 

to get the results that we want. Paul says those who don’t 

work shouldn’t expect to eat. Let’s paraphrase and reapply 

that to our own context today. we don’t fully invest our lives 

in the church, then why do we expect results that full us with 

good things?   

As trust and participation in the institutional church 

declines, the one beauty that remains, the one wonder that 



continues to rise from the dead, is Jesus. Jesus’s body was 

the first temple to get utterly destroyed and then rise from 

the ashes stronger than before. We do not weary of doing 

what is good because when temples fall, Jesus provides us 

with a path to new life. When governments threaten the 

lives of their citizens, Jesus rises like the sun with a light that 

casts out darkness and a healing in his wings. We do not 

give up on doing good because Jesus did not give up on 

us. As Bonhoeffer points out, Jesus’s life offers us not only 

forgiveness, but an example for what abundant life looks 

like. Jesus empowers the church to exist not as an institution, 

but as an example, to live a life that serves others and helps 

them to experience the beauty of Christian life firsthand.  

When that temple came crashing down, I’m certain 

the world seemed like it was over. When Jesus died, when 

they buried the one they tried to crown king to lead them in 

the fight against Rome, the world seemed like it was over. 



But the hope and promise of Jesus lived when life seemed 

impossible. Jesus himself lived against all odds. We have 

every reason to be weary in the face of the violence and 

vitriol expressed against the most vulnerable people in our 

society, but we have one reason to not give up on doing 

good. Jesus is that reason. Jesus is the one who reminds us 

of the dignity of all people, that all are created in God’s 

image, and that those people and that dignity are worth 

protecting. Jesus is the one who reminds us that hate leads 

only to death, and only love leads to life in Christ.  

Jesus is the one who inspired Dr. King’s fight for justice 

on behalf of all people, and through Dr. King Jesus reminds 

us that anyone’s injustice is our injustice to fight. Jesus is the 

one who stirred Bonhoeffer to write for the life of the church 

even when the State Church had failed, even when his own 

life was at risk. So, when we encounter issues of injustice, we 

must not give up on the good God calls us to. We must 



speak and act on behalf of the vulnerable, those who are 

threatened by the hatred and fear that seem so rampant in 

the world.  

When Bonhoeffer and King wrote, there were many 

calls for peace and unity. Yet, through prophets like 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel, God condemns those who cry peace 

when there is no peace. There is not now peace for Muslims, 

Latinos, African Americans, people with disabilities, LGBTQ 

people, or victims of sexual assault, and what I’ve seen 

firsthand this week, these people even more at risk. So let’s 

not pretend like there’s peace. We cannot trust calls for 

unity when there are clear violations of our innocent friends 

and neighbors. There is no unity without justice, and there is 

no justice for these people. Not yet. 

What we can trust, though, is that Jesus has called the 

church to exist for others, to share in the problems of 

ordinary life of others, especially those innocents whose lives 



are on the line. We are called to bring the example of 

God’s peace to all people, and in so doing, bring 

meaningful unity. Jesus has called the church to live a life 

that condemns hate and exudes love, that confronts 

oppression and supports inclusion. Jesus has called the 

church to recognize the network of mutuality of all humanity 

and pursue justice for every person, because a lack of 

justice somewhere means justice is lacking everywhere.  

My hope, today, is that we will not weary of doing 

good. We can’t know what comes next in the government, 

but God has empowered us to determine what comes next 

for the church. Let us be the church Bonhoeffer described, 

seek the justice King foretold, do the good that Paul 

encouraged, and live the example that Jesus set. If we do 

that, come what may, God will ensure through the example 

of the church that the dignity of all people is upheld in Jesus 

Christ. Amen.  



 


