
Exodus 24 
12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there. I’ll give you the 
stone tablets with the instructions and the commandments that I’ve written in order to teach 
them.” 
 
13 So Moses and his assistant Joshua got up, and Moses went up God’s mountain. 14 Moses 
had said to the elders, “Wait for us here until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur will be here 
with you. Whoever has a legal dispute may go to them.” 
 
15 Then Moses went up the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The Lord’s 
glorious presence settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days. On the seventh 
day the Lord called to Moses from the cloud. 17 To the Israelites, the Lord’s glorious presence 
looked like a blazing fire on top of the mountain. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up the 
mountain. Moses stayed on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
 
2 Peter 1 
16 We didn’t repeat crafty myths when we told you about the powerful coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Quite the contrary, we witnessed his majesty with our own eyes. 17 He received 
honor and glory from God the Father when a voice came to him from the magnificent glory, 
saying, “This is my dearly loved Son, with whom I am well-pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this 
voice from heaven while we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 In addition, we have a 
most reliable prophetic word, and you would do well to pay attention to it, just as you would to 
a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 
Most important, you must know that no prophecy of scripture represents the prophet’s own 
understanding of things, 21 because no prophecy ever came by human will. Instead, men and 
women led by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 
Matthew 17 
Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and brought them to the top of a 
very high mountain. 2 He was transformed in front of them. His face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became as white as light. 
 
3 Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus. 4 Peter reacted to all of this by saying 
to Jesus, “Lord, it’s good that we’re here. If you want, I’ll make three shrines: one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
 
5 While he was still speaking, look, a bright cloud overshadowed them. A voice from the cloud 
said, “This is my Son whom I dearly love. I am very pleased with him. Listen to him!” 6 Hearing 
this, the disciples fell on their faces, filled with awe. 
 
7 But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked 
up, they saw no one except Jesus. 
 



9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Don’t tell anybody about 
the vision until the Human One[a] is raised from the dead.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart 

be pleasing to you O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

 This question is going to guide our entire reflection today: 

What purpose does it serve for Jesus to become an LED beacon? 

Why does Jesus go from rabbi to radiant light source on the top of 

this mountain? What’s the point of Jesus’s transfiguration?  

I recently finished a book called No Longer Invisible, which 

recounts the history of religion in higher education and argue 

through the importance of considering spiritual journeys of students 

in the process of their formation as educated adults. Perhaps most 

importantly, this book argues that higher education serves as a time 

for forming persons and not just minds, that the wholeness of our 

being is to be shaped in our education. In other words, college is 

about transformation. 



One of the reasons I'm so passionate about campus ministry is 

that our faith is about transformation, and so work on campus 

provides us with a unique symbiosis. Alongside the university’s 

commitment to shape people for their careers, we work to shape 

people in God’s image, into their vocations as God’s children. Our 

work is also about transformation, about becoming who God 

created us to be, about becoming more like God.  

Since higher education is also about transformation, though 

certainly a different kind of transformation, we encounter people 

who expect that new knowledge, that changed behavior, just might 

be a part of their lives. In other words, we find people more likely to 

consider the change God has in store for them. One way that 

students see the potential for change most powerfully is when we 

find professors and administrators who are willing to change as a 

part of the process of education. When our mentors embody the 

transformative power of education they model for students the 



potential for The model for students potential education learning to 

shape us as human beings. 

Perhaps that's one reason that Jesus undergoes the 

Transfiguration. Jesus, who is not just our mentor but God's son and 

in fact God's self, shows a willingness to experience change by 

being transfigured Jesus reveals the goodness, the power of 

possibility available as those experiencing God's work in our lives. 

The transfiguration serves as God's invitation to us, that we might 

choose to undergo education as god's children, God's people, 

god's creations. 

But that is not the only reason to find value in Jesus’s 

Transfiguration. In fact, what we see is not just God's willingness to 

change, but God's desire to bring the fullness of Divinity into 

humanity. Notice how the Israelites respond to Moses 

Transfiguration on top of Mount Sinai. They're so afraid of the 

power that Moses must cover his face in order to communicate with 



them. The response of the disciples is not dissimilar. They asked 

Jesus if they could make houses for him Elijah and Moses, perhaps 

not out of sheer fear but certainly in a move to control the power 

change that God brings. If we must undergo change, we 

understandably but pathetically try to control the outcome. 

As one commentator noted,  simply by appearing with them, 

Jesus identified with the leadership of Moses and Elijah. In the 

transfiguration, Jesus appears as a prophet rejected by the people 

and vindicated by God. That’s a powerful statement, for from this 

point forward we see over and again how people reject Jesus, even 

to the point of death, especially to the point of death. Of course the 

disciples would try to control this change, would try to contain the 

cosmic potential to shift the world, and when they realize God’s 

change can’t be controlled by human schemes, would reject the 

messengers of that change. They are faithful to God, but fearful of 



what that might mean and so they seek to hide the transformative 

light of God under a bushel instead of letting it shine.  

Yet, like Moses and Elijah before him, God eventually reveals 

Jesus’s righteousness, that Jesus is indeed on God’s side. Even 

more than the evidence of the promised land like Moses, and even 

more than being assumed into heaven without death like Elijah, 

Jesus experiences life on the other side of death! Even when we 

reject God’s very self, change that God brings is the only road to 

abundant everlasting life.  

Notice, also, that this is not necessarily the change that the 

Israelites want, that the disciples want. Indeed one of the reasons 

that they, and we, fear the change of God is that the change of God 

is not necessarily something for which we are prepared. It's may 

seem something of a parlor trick for Jesus to radiate like a neon 

“OPEN” sign, at least at first. However, we eventually realize that, to 

call ourselves God’s people, the change in God necessitates 



change in us. That’s when the anxiety sets in. The change that we 

want to seems obvious: we want wealth, health, and happiness, but 

this is the same Jesus who called us to take up your cross and 

follow him. Surely we want life abundant, but if that change requires 

of us a road that leads to a cross, if it requires us giving up the 

American dream, or at the very least making our American ideals 

subject to God's ideals, then we might indeed wants to hide the 

light of God's transformation, to put it under a bushel - or at least 

put it in a tent to make ourselves feel as though we're being pious - 

when in fact we’re just being frightened.  

So what would change if the Transfiguration weren’t there? 

Would it truly be a big deal for our faith to lose the power of the 

transfiguration? Perhaps we would feel safe, free only to undertake 

the change that we believe necessary. Perhaps we would feel in 

control of our own lives and of our own world. Perhaps we can be 

blissfully, ignorantly happy. 



          Some of my favorite moments as a campus minister are 

walking alongside students as they realize that life is more than 

happiness. We are not always happy when we are challenged. We 

are rarely happy when we find out that we were wrong in our 

beliefs or actions. No one’s happy when they get their first failing 

grade, when their project isn’t selected for the conference 

presentations, But to the best of students and teachers are those 

who realize that at those moments of challenge they are fully alive, 

because they give us a chance to get better. The best of students 

and teachers realize that finding out that they’re wrong only means 

that they are now able to see a new way toward finding truth, to 

actually getting it right. Without education, without transformation, 

we would be left without vibrancy of life, without the potential for 

growth to become our truest self. 

          So too without the transfiguration in our face we would be left 

without the possibility for change, without the possibility to look, 



love, and live more like Jesus. The transfiguration signals to us that 

our limitations and failures are not limitations to God. Instead, as the 

great educator, God takes these opportunities for transfiguration to 

shape us more into God's very shape.  

          So as we celebrate today Jesus’s Transfiguration, God shows 

us a willingness for even God, who is perfect, to change, from 

perfection to perfection. God shows that divinity, the light of truth 

that shines through at all truth, is not challenged by change but 

instead revealed within transformation. For us mortals, who are 

imperfect and yet beloved by God, this opens to us the journey of 

transformation. This reveals to us the value of change. This shows 

us that God is willing and able and indeed even excited to teach us 

the ways of eternal, everlasting, abundant life, something that 

requires change from us and seen in God’s own transformation on 

the mountain. The transfiguration shows us that on our way into 

God's kingdom, God has led the way through everything, even 



change, not asking for us to do anything God isn’t willing to do. The 

transfiguration is showing us, by example, that the change of God is 

beautiful and bright. Amen. 

 

  


